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Hollings 
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Kerrey 
Kerry 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 

Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lott 
Lugar 
Mack 
McCain 
McConnell 
Mikulski 
Moynihan 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nickles 
Reed 
Reid 
Robb 
Roberts 
Roth 

Santorum 
Sarbanes 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith (NH) 
Smith (OR) 
Snowe 
Stevens 
Thomas 
Thompson 
Thurmond 
Torricelli 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Wyden 

NAYS—3 

Boxer Feingold Wellstone 

NOT VOTING—2 

Rockefeller Specter 

So the bill (H.R. 4576), as amended, 
was passed. 

(The bill will be printed in a future 
edition of the RECORD.) 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I move 
to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. INOUYE. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate in-
sist on its position on this bill with the 
House and that the Chair be authorized 
to appoint conferees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BROWNBACK) appointed Mr. STEVENS, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. DOMEN-
ICI, Mr. BOND, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. 
SHELBY, Mr. GREGG, Mrs. HUTCHISON, 
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. BYRD, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mr. DORGAN, and Mr. DURBIN con-
ferees on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I be-
lieve that we completed action on this 
bill in almost record time. 

I want to personally thank Steven 
Cortese, majority staff director, and 
Charles Houy, minority staff director, 
for their very intense work, and their 
respective staffs. Since last Friday we 
have been working to try to eliminate 
some problems in this bill. Without 
question, they are responsible for the 
speed and dispatch with which we have 
been able to handle this bill. 

There are many amendments we are 
now taking to conference that may be 
subject to later modification. We will 
do our very best to defend the Senate 
position as represented by the vote 
that has just been taken in the Senate. 

I thank my distinguished friend and 
colleague from Hawaii for his usual co-
operation. Without it, passage of this 
bill would have been impossible. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 
that the Senate proceed to a period of 
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, it has been 

nearly 14 months since the Columbine 
tragedy, and over a year since the Sen-
ate passed common sense gun safety 
legislation as part of the Juvenile Jus-
tice bill, and still the Republican ma-
jority in Congress refuses to act on 
sensible gun legislation. 

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been killed by gunfire. Until 
Congress acts, Democrats in the Senate 
will read the names of some of those 
who lost their lives to gun violence in 
the past year, and we will continue to 
do so every day that the Senate is in 
session. 

In the name of those who died, we 
will continue this fight. 

Following are the names of a few 
Americans who were killed by gunfire 
one year ago, on June 13, 1999: 

Robert Ayala, 21, Chicago, IL. 
Timothy Croft, 39, Detroit, MI. 
Warner Freeman, 21, Philadelphia, 

PA. 
James Harley, 40, Baltimore, MD. 
Rico Perry, 27, Charlotte, NC. 
Wesley Rodenas, 19, San Bernardino, 

CA. 
Thoyce Sanders, 45, Dallas, TX. 
Charles Stewart, 32, Dallas, TX. 
Mario Taylor, 23, Chicago, IL. 
Renardo Wilson, 38, Dallas, TX. 
Unidentified male, 49, Portland, OR. 
Mark Pierce, 36, Providence, RI. 
Mr. Pierce was killed in a late-night 

drive-by shooting after a confrontation 
between one of his friends and two 
young men, one 18 and one 21, at a ma-
rina on the Providence River water-
front. After an initial scuffle, the two 
young men departed and returned with-
in an hour in a car. One of them opened 
fire with a handgun, killing Pierce. It’s 
another example of a quarrel that, in 
another time in America, might have 
resulted in a bloody nose and a bruised 
ego, but instead took the life of Mark 
Pierce. 

And, Mr. President, the gun violence 
continues every day across America. 
Three weeks ago, a 15-year-old girl in 
Providence, who was a key witness for 
the prosecution in an upcoming murder 
trial, was shot with a handgun at point 
blank range in her front yard on a Sun-
day evening. She died the next day. 
She was to testify in the trial of a 19- 
year-old charged with shooting to 
death a 17-year-old last August. 

Just this past Friday, in Providence, 
Rhode Island, two college students 
were carjacked at gunpoint, robbed, 
taken to a nearby golf course, and shot 
execution style with a .40 caliber semi-
automatic handgun. The handgun was 
stolen from the car of a freelance pho-
tographer while he shopped at a local 
convenience store in February. This 
case makes a strong argument against 
concealed carry laws and other liberal 
gun laws that encourage citizens to 
bring their handguns out of their 
homes and into the streets of our cit-
ies. It also underscores the need for ag-
gressive research into smart gun tech-
nology to ensure that a weapon can 
only be fired by its legitimate owner. 

Finally, although in this instance the 
police were able to trace the gun rel-
atively quickly because it was stolen in 
Providence and reported by the owner, 
in many cases crime guns cannot be 
traced because law enforcement is 
completely dependent upon the record 
keeping of gun manufacturers and gun 
dealers, and post-retail private sales 
are usually unrecorded. If we registered 
handguns and licensed handgun own-
ers, the police could put out an imme-
diate alert when a weapon is reported 
stolen, and they could trace a weapon 
more quickly upon its recovery after a 
horrible crime like this one. In addi-
tion, the assailants would face yet an-
other felony charge for illegal posses-
sion of a weapon not registered to 
them. 

Mr. President, twelve young Ameri-
cans lose their lives to gun violence 
every day. That’s a new Columbine 
tragedy every 24 hours. It is time for 
Congress to do its part to reduce gun 
violence by passing sensible gun safety 
legislation to keep firearms out of the 
hands of children and convicted felons. 
We should do so without further delay. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

REMEMBERING THE ISRAELI 
MISSING IN ACTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering the Israeli soldiers 
captured by the Syrians during the 1982 
Israeli war with Lebanon. 

On June 11, 1982, an Israeli unit bat-
tled with a Syrian armored unit in the 
Bekaa Valley in northeastern Lebanon. 
The Syrians succeeded in capturing 
Sgt. Zachary Baumel, 1st Sgt. Zvi 
Feldman and Cpt. Yehudah Katz. Upon 
arrival in Damascus, the crew and 
their tank were paraded through the 
streets draped in Syrian and Pales-
tinian Flags. 

Since that terrible day in 1982, the 
Israeli and United States Governments 
have been working to obtain any pos-
sible information about the fate of 
these missing soldiers, joining with the 
offices of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, the United Nations, 
and other international bodies. Accord-
ing to the Geneva Convention, the area 
in Lebanon where the soldiers first dis-
appeared was continually controlled by 
Syria, therefore deeming it responsible 
for the treatment of the captured sol-
diers. To this day, despite the promises 
made by the Syrian Government and 
by the PLO, very little information has 
been forthcoming about the condition 
of Zachary Baumel, Zvi Feldman, and 
Yehudah Katz. 

June 11 marks the anniversary of the 
day these soldiers were reported miss-
ing in action. Eighteen pain-filled 
years have passed since their families 
have seen their sons, and still the Syr-
ian Government has not revealed their 
whereabouts. 

One of these missing soldiers, 
Zachary Baumel, is an American cit-
izen from Brooklyn, NY. An ardent 
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basketball fan, Zachary began his stud-
ies at the Hebrew School in Boro Park. 
In 1979, he moved to Israel with other 
family members and continued his edu-
cation at Yeshivat Hesder, where reli-
gious studies are integrated with army 
service. When the war with Lebanon 
began, Zachary was completing his 
military service and was looking for-
ward to attending Hebrew University, 
where he had been accepted to study 
psychology. But fate decreed other-
wise, and on June 11, 1982, he dis-
appeared with Zvi Feldman and 
Yehudah Katz. 

Zachary’s parents Yonah and Miriam 
Baumel have been relentless in their 
pursuit of information about Zachary 
and his compatriots. I have worked 
closely with the Baumels, as well as 
the Union of Orthodox Jewish Con-
gregations of America, the American 
Coalition for Missing Israeli Soldiers, 
and the MIA Task Force of the Con-
ference of Presidents of Major Amer-
ican Jewish Organizations. These 
groups have been at the forefront of 
their pursuit of justice. I want to rec-
ognize their good work and ask my col-
leagues to join me in supporting their 
efforts. For eighteen years, these fami-
lies have been without their children. 
Answers are long overdue. 

f 

TIBET 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, last 
year I delivered a statement for the 
record commemorating the 40th anni-
versary of the 1959 Tibetan uprising, 
during which His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama and more than 100,000 Tibetans 
were forced to flee their homeland as a 
result of brutal suppression by the Chi-
nese government. Unfortunately, the 
human rights situation in Tibet has 
not improved, and has if anything dete-
riorated over the past year. 

U.S. Administration officials and 
Congressional supporters of Permanent 
Normal Trade Relations with China 
often claim that more open trade with 
the West will expose ordinary Chinese 
to new ideas, new ideals, and a new 
independence from the State. This will 
awaken their desire for more freedom, 
paving the way for democracy in 
China. I have often voiced skepticism 
about these claims. 

We do not have to wait for the people 
of Tibet to express their yearning for 
freedom. They have continuously 
struggled for their rights for over forty 
years, and have paid dearly for their 
actions. Their efforts so far have failed, 
not because they do not yearn to be 
free, but rather because their efforts 
are brutally suppressed and we are ap-
parently little able to help them. Even 
our efforts in March to introduce at 
the annual meeting of the UN Commis-
sion for Human Rights a resolution 
condemning PRC officials’ human 
rights practices in China and Tibet 
were blocked by the PRC and most of 
the industrialized nations. 

If the Administration and Congress 
are serious about their efforts to pro-

mote human rights in China, surely 
Tibet should be the bellwether. We 
need to find concrete ways to dem-
onstrate this commitment, and to en-
courage other countries to do the 
same. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL LES 
BROWNLEE, USA (RET.) 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, today 
the United States Army came to the 
U.S. Capitol to honor one of its most 
distinguished retired officers. 

Colonel Les Brownlee is currently 
serving as Staff Director of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, having 
previously served as a staffer on the 
Committee and in my Senate office. He 
is known and respected throughout our 
nation’s military and defense industry. 
This award—for his lifetime of extraor-
dinary leadership in uniform and with 
the Senate—is well deserved. 

I ask that the introduction by the 
Vice Chief of Staff of the Army, Gen-
eral Jack Keane, and the citation be 
printed in the RECORD of the U.S. Sen-
ate which Colonel Brownlee has served 
for sixteen years. His record of public 
service stands as an inspiration for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 
being no objection, the material was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 
SPEECH DELIVERED BY GENERAL JACK KEANE 

June 13, 2000. 
Senator WARNER, Senator THURMOND, 

thank you for taking time out of your busy 
schedules to join us. I would also like to wel-
come Les’ son, John, his wife, LeAnne, and 
their new daughter, Thompson Ann. 

Distinguished guests, friends and fellow 
soldiers. Thank you all for being here today 
to help us honor a true American patriot. 

Originally, Major General LeMoyne, the 
Commander of the Infantry Center, was 
going to present this award during the Infan-
try Conference at Fort Benning, right there 
in building number four in the shadow of 
Iron Mike—a symbol that is so familiar to 
infantrymen. Unfortunately, scheduling con-
flicts would not allow that to happen. 

The citation that we will present to Les in 
just a few moments reads that the Order of 
Saint Maurice is presented for ‘‘distin-
guished contribution to, and loyal support of 
the Infantry, and demonstrating gallant de-
votion to the principle of selfless service.’’ 

No one fits that description better than 
Les Brownlee. He is a passionate advocate 
for soldiers who has devoted his entire life to 
the service of his country—both in peace and 
in war. 

Les’s career of military service is, by any 
measurement, an extraordinary record of 
courage, devotion to duty, and love of sol-
diering. 

Les chose the Army’s most demanding 
branch of service—the Infantry. Infantry 
training and infantry battle demand the very 
most of the human spirit—where leaders are 
expected to exercise personal, physical lead-
ership with daring and courage; where sol-
diers must be willing to give up everything 
they care about in life; where God-forsaken 
terrain, foul, miserable weather, extreme 
cold and extreme heat, can be as challenging 
as any enemy; where raw, stark fear is per-
sonal and normal; where training can be 
every bit as dangerous and demanding as 
combat; and where death is always a silent 
companion. 

Les Brownlee volunteered for this life—a 
life of hardship and challenge, but a life of 
service in the company of the very best men 
our nation has to offer. 

He volunteered for special skills—airborne, 
Ranger—skills that required an even greater 
degree of personal courage and sacrifice, but 
skills which would enable him to become and 
even better infantryman. 

Les is a veteran of two tours of combat in 
Vietnam. A decorated Hero who has twice 
been awarded the Silver Star—our Nation’s 
third highest award for valor. He also has 
three Bronze Star Medals, and the Purple 
Heart Medal for wounds received in combat. 

Leading soldiers in combat is the most 
challenging and demanding assignment an 
officer will ever face . . . it tests the char-
acter of a commander . . . it forces him to 
bare his soul and face his own human 
frailties like no other experience. 

Les Brownie faced that test, twice in Viet-
nam, and it has shaped the character of his 
service ever since. It is where he learned 
about the bonds that form between soldiers 
and between soldiers and their leaders; it is 
where he learned that service to others is 
more important than service to self. 

He is a paratrooper who understands all 
types of infantry. 

He served as a platoon leader in the 101st 
Airborne Division, a Company Commander in 
the 173 Airborne Brigade, and he commanded 
a mechanized Battalion in the 3rd Infantry 
Division in Germany. 

Despite his distinguished combat record, 
the thing that his friends who served with 
him will tell you that he is most proud is 
that, in January of 1965, he was named the 
distinguished honor graduate of his Ranger 
class. This prestigious honor is determined 
by peer and instructor evaluations and is 
awarded to the soldier who exhibits extraor-
dinary leadership abilities. 

Incidentally he was also graduated an 
Honor Graduate of his Officer Advanced 
Course and the Command and General Staff 
College. 

Throughout his distinguished Army Ca-
reer, and certainly in his capacity on the 
Armed Services Committee, Les has kept the 
welfare of the common soldier close to his 
heart. 

f 

NECESSARILY ABSENT 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, last 
week I was necessarily absent from the 
Senate to attend my daughter’s grad-
uation from college. As a result, I 
missed two votes Thursday and one 
Friday morning as I was returning to 
Washington. 

For the record, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the motion to 
table the Daschle amendment related 
to a Patients’ Bills of Rights. I would 
have voted nay on the point of order 
raised with respect to the McCain 
amendment related to the so-called 
Section 527 loophole in our campaign 
finance laws. I would have voted aye on 
the Grassley amendment related to ac-
counting practices at the Department 
of Defense. My vote would not have 
changed the outcome on any of these 
votes. 

Also for the record, I am extraor-
dinarily proud of my daughter, 
Jessamyn, who graduated magna cum 
laude with highest honors from Har-
vard University last Thursday, June 8. 
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